
Parish of Bright Bulletin
Twenty-Sixth Sunday Ordinary Time - 27th September 2026

Parish Priest:     Fr Peter O’Kane, 16 Rossglass Road, Killough, BT30 7QN
Tel:                 028 4484 1221
Email:                 parishofbright@downandconnor.org
Website:              parishofbright.net

Mass Times: Week Beginning Monday 28th September
St Patrick’s, Legamaddy            St Joseph’s, Killough
28th September Monday 10am         29th September Tuesday 10am
2nd October Friday 7.30pm             30th September Wednesday 7.30pm
4th October Sunday 10am.              3rd October Saturday 10am   

       3rd OctoberSaturday Vigil 6.30pm
Our Lady, Star of the Sea, Rossglass
1st October Thursday 10.00am

Faithful Departed
Recently Deceased: Deena Connor (Scotland)
Anniverasries: Seamus & John Owens, Brigid McCrissican

Weekly Confessions
Sacrament of Reconciliation: after all weekday Masses; and in St Joseph’s every 
Wednesday 8.00pm-8.45pm and at 6.00pm before the Saturday Vigil Mass.

Sunday Collections 20th September                                                                                                                                
Weekly £462-81, Autumn £580-00. Thank you for your generous contributions. 

First Saturday Fatima Devotion St Joseph’s Church, Killough, Saturday 3rd 
Octoberr: 9.15am Holy Rosary; 9.40am Meditation on the Mysteries; 10.00am Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass; 10.40am Confessions. 

The Nine Choirs of Angles (Archangels 29 Sept, Guardian Angels 2 Oct)
‘Angels are spiritual beings created by God, naturally invisible to the human eye, 
but all around us and constantly carrying out the tasks God has given them. 
Traditionally the angels are classified into what are called nine "choirs" or "ranks." 
This division is based on nine names of angels found in Sacred Scripture.

Saint Paul writes about them in his letters: "For in him were all things created in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominations, or 
principalities, or powers (or virtues Ephesians 1:18,20-21): all things were created 
by him and in him." (Colossians 1:16)

The Old Testament adds Cherubim and Seraphim (in multiple places) and 
“archangels” are named both in the New Testament (Gabriel, Michael) and in the 
Old Testament (Raphael and Michael). St. Gregory the Great puts all of these 
“choirs” into a single list in one of his homilies. "We know on the authority of 

Scripture that there are nine orders of angels, viz., Angels, Archangels, Virtues, 
Powers, Principalities, Dominations, Throne, Cherubim and Seraphim."

It is believed that each of these choirs was given a specific task by God. Theologian 
and philosopher Dr. Peter Kreeft gives a nice summary of these different choirs and 
their roles in his book Angels and Demons:

The first three levels see and adore God directly:
The seraphim, the highest choir, comprehend God with maximum clarity, and 
therefore their love flames the hottest. (“Seraphim” means “the burning ones.”) 
Lucifer (“Light-bearer”) was once one of them. That’s why he’s still very powerful 
and dangerous.
The cherubim contemplate God too, but less in himself than in his providence…
(“Cherubim” means “fullness of wisdom.”)
The thrones contemplate God’s power and judgments. (Thrones symbolise judicial, 
juridical power.)
The next three choirs fulfillGod’s providential plans for the universe, like middle 
management personnel:
The dominations or “dominions” (…”authority”), command the lesser angels below 
them.
The virtues receive their orders from the dominations and “run” the universe, so to 
speak, especially the heavenly bodies. (“Virtue” used to mean power, might, or 
energy.)
The powers serve the virtues by fighting against evil influences that oppose the 
virtues’ providential plan.
The last three choirs directly order human affairs:
The principalities care for earthly principalities, that is, cities and nations and 
kingdoms.
The archangels (such as Gabriel) carry God’s important messages to man. 
Ordinary angels are the “guardian angels,” one for each individual. 

This traditional ordering of angels is an accepted Catholic belief, though not part of 
official Church dogma. St. Thomas Aquinas is another Church theologian who 
found these different choirs of angels throughout Scripture and sought to find a 
coherent way to arrange them. Aquinas devotes an entire question in his Summa 
Theologiae to this concept and Kreeft's summary above is partially derived from it.

What's interesting is that according to this arrangement, only archangels and 
(ordinary) angels have direct dealings with humans. The many multitudes of the 
other choirs of angels are either with God or govern the world invisibly. An 
exception is St. Francis of Assisi, who was given the stigmata, or wounds of Christ, 
by a seraph. For this reason he is known among Franciscans as "our Seraphic 
Father.” What a feast it will be for our eyes when, as Christ told Nathaniel, we "will 
see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man.”’ (By Philip Kosloski)
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