Parish of Bright Bulletin

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Parish Priest: Fr Peter O’Kane

Address: 16 Rossglass Road, Killough, BT30 7QN
Tel: 028 4484 1221

Email: parishofbright@downandconnor.org
Website: parishofbright.net

Mass Times: Week Beginning Monday 11th August
St Patrick’s, Legamaddy St Joseph’s, Killough
11th August Monday 10am 12th August Tuesday 10am
15th August Friday 7.30pm 13th August Wednesday 7.30pm
17th August Sunday 10am 15th August Friday 10.00am
16th August Saturday 10am
16th August Saturday Vigil 6.30pm
Our Lady, Star of the Sea, Rossglass
14th August Thursday 10.00am

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Friday 15th August is the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven.
It is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses are as follows:

Friday 15th August in St Joseph’s, Killough at 10.00am;

Friday 15th August in St Patrick’s, Legamaddy at 7.30pm.

Faithful Departed
Anniversaries: Mickey Doran, Archbishop Noel Treanor, Ned Crane

Weekly Confessions

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available: after all weekday Masses; and in St
Joseph’s every Wednesday 8.00pm-8.45pm and at 6.00pm before the Saturday Vigil
Mass; and in St Patrick’s every Friday 8.00pm-8.45pm.

Eucharistic Adoration
St Joseph’s, Killough every Wed: 1.30pm-7.30pm & after Mass from 8pm-9pm.
St Patrick’s, Legamaddy every Fri: 6.30pm-7.30pm and after Mass from 8pm-9pm.

Sunday Collection, 3rd August
Weekly £473-90; Monthly £605-20. Thank you for your generous contributions.

How the Queenship of Mary is connected to her Assumption

‘In the Roman Catholic Church, the liturgy celebrates two principal Marian feasts
in August. The first is the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary on
August 15, and the second is the Feast of the Queenship of Mary on August 22.
While the two may not seem directly connected at first glance, a closer look will
discover layers of spiritual meaning.

The feast of the Assumption has been celebrated by the Church since at least the
6th century, and for many years its celebration was extended by an octave. In the
history of the Church all major feasts were celebrated for a period of eight days.
This meant that essentially the same liturgy was said, using the same liturgical
texts each day of the octave. The eighth day of the octave was seen as a final
"farewell," honouring the spiritual themes of the feast for the last time. For this
reason a complimentary feast was often instituted on this eighth day.

When it came to the Assumption, it had an octave celebration for many centuries.
Then on May 4, 1944, Pope Pius XII established the feast of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary on August 22, the octave day of the feast of the Assumption. He did this
so that by her intercession may be obtained “peace among nations, freedom for the
Church, the conversion of sinners, the love of purity and the practice of virtue.”
However, Pope Paul VI decided to switch the feasts of the Immaculate Heart and
the Queenship of Mary. The feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary was joined to
the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (celebrated on the Saturday following the
feast of the Sacred Heart, typically in June) and the Queenship of Mary was
moved to August 22.

This is most fitting as "chronologically speaking," Mary became the "Queen of
Heaven," after she was assumed, body and soul, into Heaven by her Son, the King
of Heaven. It also corresponds to Pope Pius XII's declaration of the dogma of the
Assumption in 1950, followed by his declaration of Mary's Queenship in 1954. He
wrote in his encyclical Ad Caeli Reginam, about the two beliefs of the Catholic
Church and how the two feasts are interconnected: “It is gratifying to recall that
we ... who had assembled from every part of the world, defined the dogma of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven where she is present in soul
and body reigning, together with her only Son, amid the heavenly choirs of angels
and Saints ... in response to petitions which have come to us from all over the
world...have decided to institute the liturgical feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Queen. This will afford a climax, as it were, to the manifold demonstrations of Our
devotion to Mary, which the Christian people have supported with such
enthusiasm.”

Pius XII firmly believed in the power of the Queenship of Mary and how she is a
"Queen of Peace." He added that, "We are instituting a feast so that all may
recognise more clearly and venerate more devoutly the merciful and maternal
sway of the Mother of God. We are convinced that this feast will help to preserve,
strengthen and prolong that peace among nations which daily is almost destroyed
by recurring crises. Is she not a rainbow in the clouds reaching towards God, the
pledge of a covenant of peace?”

After her Assumption into Heaven, Mary has become our Queen and is right there
beside her Son, listening to our prayers. She is the true "Queen of Peace," who can
help us turn the tide of war through her powerful intercession.’ (Philip Kosloski)
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